For more information, contact
your local ARECA association:

Battle River Research Group
780.582.7308 brrg@xplornet.com

Central Peace Conservation Society
780.864.3595 cpcs@telusplanet.net

Chinook Applied Research Association
403.664.3777 cara@lincsat.com

Foothills Forage Association
403.541.0911 info@foothillsforage.com

Gateway Research Organization
780.349.4546 groforage@telus.net

Grey Wooded Forage Association
403.844.2645 gwfal@telus.net

Lakeland Agricultural Research
Association/

Lakeland Forage Association
780.826.7260 livestock.lara@mcsnet.ca

Mackenzie Applied Research
Association
780.927.3776 mara3@siscanada.ca

North Peace Applied Research
Association
780.836.3354 nparal1@telus.net

Peace Agricultural Research and
Demonstration Association
780.835.5015 peaceagrd@abnorth.com

Peace Country Beef and Forage
Association
780.523.4033/780.835.6799
jaimeb@nait.ca

Smoky Applied Research and
Demonstration Association
780.837.2900 sarda@serbernet.com

Southern Applied Research Association
403.328.0059
sara.research@connectcomm.ca

West Central Forage Association
780.727.4447 wcfa@telus.net

Agricultural Research and Extension
Council of Alberta (ARECA) Head Office
780.416.6046

#211 — 2 Athabascan Avenue

Sherwood Park AB T8A 4E3
www.areca.ab.ca
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GPS Crop Yield
Monitoring Program

The GPS Crop Yield Monitoring Program
involves collecting crop yield information
from reclaimed industrial sites in Alberta,
determining the impact on productivity
over an extended period of time.

How do | participate?

Farmers who have a yield monitor on their
combine and a reclaimed industrial site on
their land are eligible to participate in this
program by contacting their ARECA
Association Manager (contact information
included at the end of this brochure).

What is an industrial site?

An industrial site includes any reclaimed
areas such as oil/gas well-sites, battery
sites, pipelines, sand/gravel pits or road
borrow pits. Abandoned railway beds and
roadways require certification after being
reclaimed but the focus of the program is
on oil/gas sites in Alberta.

How large are these industrial sites and
what is the time frame?

Most are 100 by 100 metres but the size
can vary depending on the type of site.
Crop yield data can be from the current
year’s harvest but historical yield data is
also appropriate.

What kind of equipment is needed for
collecting crop yield?

Yield monitoring equipment could include
the John Deere Greenstar/Apex system,
Case IH AFS system, Ag Leader or Trimble.
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How is crop yield collected?

Once a field has been harvested with the
yield monitor, the crop yield data is usually
collected on a PMCIA card (size of a
business card). The card is slotted into a
reader connected to the farmer’s office
computer. The data is taken off the card
and can be exported from the office
computer to an electronic file using
software the farmer received when he/she
purchased the crop yield monitoring
system. The electronic file can be emailed
to ARECA offices in Sherwood Park or put
on a CD-ROM and mailed.

How can | participate?

With most precision agriculture software, it
takes about 15 to 20 minutes to export the
yield data from a field that contains an
industrial site. There is no need to make
maps — only the raw, electronic data
collected from the field is needed for the
program.

What’s in it for me?

Farmers will be paid for their crop yield
information. This monitoring program is
expected to conclude in 10 years, so
farmers will be asked to sign a guideline to
provide their crop data for 5 years providing
funding is available.
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